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WORLD MANUFACTURING FORUM 2024
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14 - 15 October 2024
Big Theatre
MIND Milano Innovation District - Milan

14 October | 09:00 AM - 12:30 PM CET

World Manufacturing Forum’s Company Visits
Company visits will take place on October 14th in the morning.
Since they are scheduled at the same time, it will be possible to
attend only one visit only.

In order to attend your company visit of choice, you will need
to confirm your attendance to Oct. 14 program.
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14 October Programme | 02:00 PM - 06:10 PM CET
Big Theatre, MIND Milano Innovation District - Milan

WMF 2024 Part I: NEW PERSPECTIVES FOR THE
FUTURE OF MANUFACTURING: OUTLOOK 2030

Moderator: Andrea Cabrini, Managing Editor, Class CNBC

01:45 PM - 02:00 PM Accreditation

02:00 PM - 02:20 PM Introduction and opening
remarks

Diego Andreis, President, World Manufacturing Foundation
Francesco Buzzella, President, Confindustria Lombardia
TBA, Regione Lombardia

Marco Taisch, Scientific Chairman, World Manufacturing
Foundation

02:20 PM - 02:30 PM Special Address: “Future-

Proofing Manufacturing and its Supply Chains”
lan Cronin, Community Curator, Centre for Advanced
Manufacturing & Supply Chains, World Economic Forum
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02:30 PM - 2:50 PM Presentation of the 2024 World
Manufacturing Report: “New Perspectives for the Future

of Manufacturing: Outlook 2030”
David Romero, Scientific Vice-Chairman, World
Manufacturing Foundation

02:50 PM - 03:10 PM WMF Keynote: “Tipping Points

for the Manufacturing Sector”

Steve Smith, Tipping Points Impact Fellow; Hoffmann
Fellow | Green Futures Solutions, University of Exeter; The
World Economic Forum

03:10 PM - 04:00 PM WMF Panel I: “Living on the
Edge: Climate Change & Sustainability Tipping Points

for Manufacturing”

As climate change accelerates and sustainability imperatives
become increasingly urgent, the manufacturing sector finds
itself confronting environmental tipping points that demand
decisive action. The “Living on the Edge” panel will explore
these present and near-coming pivotal moments where the
choices made today will shape the future of manufacturing
and its role in the broader planet ecosystem. From supply
chain disruptions driven by extreme weather events to the
imperative of decarbonisation in production processes,
manufacturers are facing multifaceted challenges.

This panel will delve into the complex interplay between
economic viability and environmental stewardship,
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highlighting the innovative strategies and technologies that
hold the potential to tip the scales towards sustainability.
Eric Enselme, Executive Fellow, World Economic Forum,
Centre for Advanced Manufacturing and Supply Chains

Luca Torelli, EMEA Operations PMO & Transformation
Manager, EssilorLuxottica | Young Manufacturing Leaders
Member

Vanya Manolova, Global Supply Chain Chief of Staff,
Schneider Electric

04:00 PM - 04:30 PM Coffee Break

04:30 PM - 05:20 PM WMF Panel Il: “Influx of
Technology: Technological Tipping Points for

Competitive Manufacturing”

The rapid advancement of technology and today’s fast-
paced market are reshaping the manufacturing landscape,
ushering in a new era of competitiveness and innovation. As
emerging technologies reach tipping points of adoption and
integration, manufacturers face a critical juncture where
strategic technological decisions will determine their future
success. The “Influx of Technology” panel will investigate
the transformative potential of modern technologies such as
artificial intelligence, collaborative and mobile robotics,
additive manufacturing, and the Internet of Things to gain
competitive advantages.
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From optimising production processes to enabling mass
customisation, the power of these edge technologies
represents both opportunities and challenges for
manufacturers. This panel will explore the most important
technological tipping points shaping competitive
manufacturing today, and chart a course towards a future
where innovation drives success in manufacturing.
Zhe Shi, Chief Digital Officer, Foxconn
Olaf Pannenbaecker, Chairman, European Factories of the
Future Research Association (EFFRA)
Thorsten Wuest, Professor, University of South Carolina

05:20 PM - 06:10 PM WMF Panel Ill: “Demographic
Cliff: Societal Tipping Points for Manufacturing

Workforce”

The manufacturing sector is on the brink of a significant
demographic shift that poses challenges and opportunities
for workforce sustainability. As the ageing workforce retires
and younger generations enter the job market with different
skill sets and expectations, manufacturers must navigate
this demographic cliff to ensure a robust and resilient
workforce for the future. The “Demographic Cliff” panel will
confront the societal tipping points affecting the
manufacturing workforce and explore strategies for
adaptation and transformation. From upskilling and
reskilling initiatives to fostering diversity and inclusion,
manufacturers must examine the multifaceted dimensions
of workforce development.
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This panel will address the demographic challenges facing
manufacturing by embracing diversity, investing in
education and training, and leveraging technology such as
artificial intelligence and intelligent automation to bridge the
skills gap and cultivate a dynamic and inclusive workforce
capable of driving innovation and sustained growth.

Jose Roberto Favilla Jr, WW Director and Global Industry
4.0 Leader, IBM Corporation

Johan Stahre, Professor, Head of Division, Chalmers
University of Technology

Vanessa Wainwright, Founder, abodoo Limited
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15 October Programme | 09:00 AM - 01:10 PM CET
Big Theatre, MIND Milano Innovation District - Milan

WMF 2024 Part Il: NEW PERSPECTIVES FOR THE
FUTURE OF MANUFACTURING:
OUTLOOK 2030

Moderator: Andrea Cabrini, Managing Editor, Class CNBC
09:00 AM - 09:30 AM Accreditation

09:30 AM - 09:50 AM Keynote: “No More Waiting Time To
Foster Competitiveness Through Gender Equality in
Manufacturing Companies”

Cristina Oyon, Director of Technology, Innovation and
Sustainability, SPRI

09:50 AM - 10:40 AM WMF Panel IV: “Skills Crisis:

Talent Tipping Points for Manufacturing”

The manufacturing sector is undergoing a profound skills
crisis, marked by a growing gap between the skills
demanded by modern manufacturing processes and those
possessed by the workforce. As technological
advancements reshape the sector, manufacturers face
critical tipping points in talent acquisition, development, and
retention.
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The “Skills Crisis” panel will face the talent challenges
confronting manufacturing head-on, exploring innovative
strategies for navigating these tipping points and ensuring a
skilled workforce for the future. From identifying emerging
skill requirements to implementing effective training and
development programs, manufacturers must cultivate a
diverse and resilient talent pipeline capable of driving
innovation and sustaining competitiveness. This panel will
focus on forging a path towards a future where skilled
workers are empowered to thrive in an ever-evolving
industry landscape.
Juliane Hess, Director Service Operations Repair and Field
Service Industrial Hydraulics, Bosch Rexroth AG
Jason Wang, Managing Director, Smart Factory Institute
Simon Jacobson, VP, Analyst, Gartner

10:40 AM - 11:30 AM WMF Panel V: “Geopolitical
Shifts: Global Trade Tipping Points for Manufacturing &
Supply Chains”

The dynamics of global trade are undergoing profound
shifts, driven by geopolitical developments, trade policies,
and economic uncertainties. These changes present both
challenges and opportunities for manufacturers and supply
chains, necessitating a strategic approach to navigate the
tipping points that define the future of global trade. The
“Geopolitical Shifts” panel will discuss the pivotal moments
shaping global trade and their implications for
manufacturing and supply chains worldwide.
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From trade disputes and tariff escalations to geopolitical
tensions and supply chain disruptions, manufacturers must
find ways to successfully navigate the complexities of the
global trade landscape. This panel will highlight best
practices and innovative approaches for mitigating risks and
seizing opportunities in an increasingly uncertain global
trade environment that calls for resilient manufacturing and
supply chain ecosystems.

Simone Marchetti, Business Development Manager, Oracle
Agustin Saenz, Strategy, Market & Technology Director,
Tecnalia Research & Innovation

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM Coffee Break

12:00 PM - 12:50 PM WMF Panel VI: “Innovate or
Else: Economic Tipping Points for Manufacturing

Business & Operating Models”

In the face of rapid technological advancements, changing
consumer demands, and evolving market dynamics, the
manufacturing sector finds itself at a pivotal time.
Traditional business and operating models are being
challenged, necessitating a long-overdue modernisation to
drive sustainable growth and competitiveness. The
“Innovate or Else” panel will seek to catalyse a dialogue on
the need for innovation in manufacturing business and
operating models.
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From embracing digital transformation to reimagining
supply chain management and customer engagement,
manufacturers must explore the transformative potential of
innovation across all aspects of production operations to
remain competitive or even survive in the global arena. This
panel will shed light on the latest trends and strategies for
driving meaningful change and unlocking new business
opportunities in the manufacturing landscape.

Cynthia Hutchison, CEO, US Center of Advanced
Manufacturing

Jeff Winter, Smart Manufacturing Advisor, CESMII

Vinesh Maharaj, Associate Director, PwC’s Smart
Manufacturing

12:50 PM - 01:00 PM Special Address: “Progress by
Innovation: Climate Change Action & The Role of

Sustainable Supply Chains”
Ana Paula Nishio de Sousa, Chief of the Division of Digital
Transformation and Al Strategies, Directorate of Technical

Cooperation and Sustainable Industrial Development,
UNIDO

01:00 PM - 01:10 PM Closing Remarks

Diego Andreis, President, World Manufacturing Foundation
Marco Taisch, Scientific Chairman, World Manufacturing
Foundation

01:10 PM - 02:15 PM Lunch
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Big Theatre, MIND Milano Innovation District - Milan

WMF 2024 Part Ill: YOUNG MANUFACTURING
LEADERS (YML) SUMMIT

tYML

@ NManufacturing

Co-funded by the
European Union

7. | Industry b.

Organized by Young Manufacturing Leaders Network

Moderator: Nicoletta Boldrini, Journalist, Tech4Future




WORLD World Manufacturing Foundation
MANUFACTURING Via Pantano, 9 - 20122 Milano, Italy
FOUNDATION T+3902 58370812

www.worldmanufacturing.org

02:30 PM - 02:40 PM Welcome

Marco Taisch, Scientific Chairman, World Manufacturing
Foundation
Diego Andreis, President, World Manufacturing Foundation

02:40 PM - 02:45 PM SPECIAL ADDRESS:

Greta Braun, Doctoral Researcher, Chalmers University of
Technology /Expert Industry 5.0 Community of Practice,
European Commission

02:45 PM - 02:50 PM SPECIAL ADDRESS - Video by
the European Commission: “Industry 5.0 - European

perspective”
Liviu Stirbat, Head of Industry 5.0 and Al in Science Unit,
DG RTD. European Commision

02:50 PM - 03:05 PM KEYNOTE: “Industry 5.0 -
Towards a Sustainable, Human-Centric, and Resilient

Manufacturing Sector”
Sonia Mota Prego, Head of SC Projects Development,
EssilorLuxottica
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03:05 PM - 03:45 PM YML PANEL I: “Inseparable
Binomial: Digital Technology and Circular Economy for

Sustainable Manufacturing”

Seda Tosun, CEO, IMMERSIA

Charlie Ohlen, CEO, Mentalycis

Clarissa Gonzalez, Postdoctoral Researcher, Chalmers
University of Technology

Vasiliki Panagiotopoulou, Research Project Manager at the
Laboratory for Manufacturing Systems and Automation,
University of Patras

03:45 PM - 03:55 PM Award Ceremony of the YML

Contest for the 2024 WMF Report

David Romero, Scientific Vice-Chairman, World
Manufacturing Foundation

Antonella D'Urso, Event and Project Officer, World
Manufacturing Foundation

03:55 PM - 04:35 PM YML PANEL II: “Perfect
Binomial: Skills Development & Technology Leverage for
Human-Centred Manufacturing”

Daniele Ramirez, Founder & COO, AGADE

Roberto Rossi, General Manager, Smart Robots

Matteo Valoriani, CEO, FifthIngeniumm

Anastassiya Zabudkina, PhD Candidate & Junior
Researcher, LENTIC
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04:35 PM - 05:25 PM EIT Manufacturing Master

School Welcome Ceremony

Keynote: Audrey Stolze, Director of Education & Training,
EIT Manufacturing

Group Picture: EIT Manufacturing Master School Welcome
Ceremony

Fireside Chat: Moderated by Audrey Stolze with Focus on
Innovation and Entrepreneurship

05:25 PM - 05:45 PM YML Award Ceremony of the
YML European Innovation Contest - “Our Future: Youth

in Action for Industry 5.0”

Moderator: Lucie Hlavinkova, PhD Student, Czech
University of Prague

Moderator: Valeria Tirelli, CEO, AIDRO, Women in 3D
Printing

05:45 PM - 05:55 PM Closing Remarks
Sona Arevshatyan, EU Project Manager, MADE
Competence Center

Shahrzad Sajjadivand, Ph.D. student, University College
Dublin
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Gaia Panina Hall,
MIND Milano Innovation District - Milan

WMF 2024 Side Event:
EIT MANUFACTURING MASTER SCHOOL
WELCOME CEREMONY 2024

i ‘ Co-funded by the ﬂSTER
@ Maﬂufactur‘lﬁg - European Union mschool

Organized by EIT Manufacturing Master School

Participation is subject to further confirmation by the
organiser. Participants will receive a second confirmation
from the email address info@register-wmf.org with the
subject: Confirmation of participation in the EIT
Manufacturing Master School Welcome Ceremony 2024.

Discover the Programme
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